
WEDDING GUIDELINES

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA

1401 Heathcliff Road
High Point, North Carolina 27262

Office phone/336.882-2119 

Office fax/336.882-2509
E-mail address:  lutheran@northstate.net
We rejoice with you as you plan your marriage in the Church.  Our prayer is that God will bless your wedding and your life together.

Marriage in the church is a religious service and all elements of the service have significance.  So, as you prepare for this sacred service, you are urged to make thorough plans - spiritual as well as temporal.  The Pastor and staff of Emmanuel congregation wish to extend every possible assistance so that your wedding service will be a sacred experience and a loving memory.  

The wedding service, the wedding rehearsal, and any plans of your wedding involving the church are to be discussed and confirmed with the pastor, and at the discretion of the pastor before shared with family and outside venders.

The rehearsal and wedding should begin promptly at the time scheduled.  Any delay affects those events and activities of the wedding party and the families involved.

These guidelines have been adopted by the Worship and Music Committee and the Congregation Council as the guidelines of the congregation.  It is the responsibility of the bride and groom to share these guidelines with family, friends, photographers, florists, caterers, and musicians, etc.

Scheduling & reservations:  You may call the church office to find out if a date is available; however, no reservations are confirmed before the bride and groom’s first premarital counseling appointment with the pastor of Emmanuel.  The date and hour of the rehearsal and wedding will be confirmed as soon as possible, and placed on the church calendar.  All reservations will be made on a first-come, first served basis if no scheduled congregational event is planned and appropriate with the seasons of the church year.  All rehearsals will be scheduled on the day preceding the wedding service unless otherwise arranged with the pastor.  Again, no reservations are final until confirmed with the church’s calendar and pastor.

Some definitions:

Formal wedding:  involves a rehearsal the day/night before, bridesmaids and groomsmen and may involve additional ushers, church musical instruments and may involve additional instruments in the sanctuary.
Informal or small wedding:  no rehearsal and involves bride and groom, best man & maid/matron-of-honor, and may involve immediate family in the chapel or sanctuary without music.




< Additional information on back of page >






Music:  Wedding music should be consistent with the sacred meaning of the wedding service.  Music for weddings is used at the discretion of the pastor, organist and choir director of Emmanuel Lutheran Church.  With the consent of the pastor and church organist, an outside organist/pianist and instrumentalist may be used.

Rehearsal Dinner &/or  Reception at the Church:  The Church Kitchen and  Fellowship Hall are available for your use.

Fees:  Payment of all fees for the use of the church facilities and services listed below are to be paid at the last counseling appointment.  All expenses related to the wedding will be the responsibility of the bride and groom.

Pastor - While there is not a set fee, an honorarium is at the discretion of the bride and groom. 

Church Wedding Director - $50: for rehearsal and wedding.
Organist - $125: additional fee set by the organist based on amount of time required to prepare and rehearse with vocalists and/or instrumentals.

Vocalists & Musicians: - Individual and group fees made with these individuals shall be 

a separate cost apart from church expenses.  The bride and groom should discuss fees

directly with them.

Handbell Choir - $100 -$150: for rehearsal and wedding service.

Preparing Wedding bulletins - $25:  plus the cost of the bulletin order per 50 or 100.

Sanctuary: no fee ~ This building has been raised to the glory of God, by the people of God, for sacred worship.
Fellowship Hall: no fee ~ This building has been raised to the glory of God, by the people of God, for such uses as celebrations, education, and fellowship.
Custodian: You may choose to clean the facilities yourselves and leave things at least as clean as you found them, or you may pay a $150 cleaning service fee.
Premarital Counseling:  The Church requires pastoral counseling for general discussion regarding marriage and the wedding - usually five to six appointments totaling ten to twelve hours.  The bride and groom are to schedule appointments with the pastor as soon as possible so that adequate time is planned for counseling.  

The couple is required to use the PREPARE/ENRICH counseling materials as part of their preparation (additional $35/processing fee involved).
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